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19 June 2025 

To: Kelsey Perlman, Fern 

Subject: Response to the Letter Received on 14 May 2025 

Dear Ms. Perlman, 

Thank you for your letter received by EUSTAFOR’s Executive Director on 14 May, in 

which you expressed concerns regarding EUSTAFOR’s position paper: Preserving 
forests, jobs, and local economy: EUSTAFOR’s call for balanced and sound land 

protection approaches. We appreciate your engagement and the opportunity to 
provide our feedback. 

EUSTAFOR and its Members attach great attention to the importance of dialogue with 

civil society organizations in promoting sustainable and multifunctional forestry, 
including protection and restoration measures in European forests, and we recognize 

the important role your organizations play in supporting these activities. 

Building on the concerns outlined in your letter, we would like to take this opportunity 

to provide clarity on our position. It is essential to emphasize that state forests represent 
approximately only one-third of forest land use in the EU. As noted in our position, they 
already contribute significantly to biodiversity conservation1, climate mitigation, and 

the socio-economic stability of rural regions in proportions which are not represented 
by any other land use or ownership model. Given that the EU land protection targets 

apply to the entire land territory—not exclusively to forests—it is neither proportionate 
nor effective to expect state-owned forests alone to bear the primary responsibility for 

achieving these objectives. This is the central message of our letter: a call for a more 
balanced, science-based, and equitable approach to land protection across all 
ownership types as well as habitats categories.  

More precisely, we would like you to consider the following viewpoints: 

1. The Necessity of Both Improved Management and Strict Protection 

We understand that some of our views may differ from those outlined in your letter. 

However, it should be noted that certain aspects highlighted in your letter—such as 
the restoration and strict protection of primary and old-growth forests—are not 
disputed in our position and, in fact, were not the subject of our letter. On the contrary, 

EUSTAFOR members are actively involved in the achievement of these objectives and 
play a crucial role in their implementation.  

In our position, we are emphasising that protection, especially strict protection, should 
not be guided solely by quantitative targets developed by policymakers, but must be 

scientifically based, with clear conservation objectives, considering qualitative 

 
1 Out of 55.5 million hectares of state forests managed by EUSTAFOR members, more than 17 million hectares are 

protected by national nature conservation laws, almost 11 million hectares are serving as protective forests, and 
another 11 million hectares have been designated as Natura 2000 sites.  

https://www.fern.org/publications-insight/the-role-of-state-forests-in-protecting-and-restoring-european-forests/
https://eustafor.eu/uploads/20250318_EUSTAFOR-paper-on-protection-of-state-forests.pdf
https://eustafor.eu/uploads/20250318_EUSTAFOR-paper-on-protection-of-state-forests.pdf
https://eustafor.eu/uploads/20250318_EUSTAFOR-paper-on-protection-of-state-forests.pdf
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representation of the rich biodiversity, and should be socially functional and 

economically feasible.  

2. Employment and livelihoods/ Restoration as an economic opportunity 

EUSTAFOR members are very well aware that employment in forestry has decreased 
due to mechanisation, which was not only a logical development seen across many 

sectors but also a necessary response to a persistent lack of workforce for certain 
forestry jobs. Mechanisation, however, opens the door for diverse employment and a 

more just and equal sector by reducing the gender gap and enabling broader 
workforce participation. It also brings skilled workers to rural areas and improves 
working conditions by reducing physically demanding tasks, aligning better with 

modern workforce expectations. The current workforce reduction reflects broader 
challenges, paradoxically linked to the sector's limited attractiveness and perceived 

working conditions in combination with other social dynamics of the rural vs. urban 
areas. All these factors together are influencing the job decline and mechanisation is 
just one.  

It is important to distinguish that the employment decline driven by mechanization and 
workforce challenges is fundamentally different from the potential job reductions that 

could result from budgetary constraints. Namely, the Biodiversity Financing and 
Tracking study highlights an annual financing gap of approximately EUR 19 billion 

required to fully implement the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030. This considerable 
shortfall underscores the significant financial needs associated, among other goals, 
with meeting land protection targets. State forests currently support many protected 

areas through their productive functions; further restrictions would reduce their 
income, threaten their self-financing model, and likely result in fewer employment 

opportunities, ultimately negatively affecting local economies and conservation 
efforts. 

Additionally, we note that restoration is again conflated with protection targets in 
these two sections of your letter, and the references cited primarily relate to restoration 
rather than the economic opportunities associated with protection. As noted 

previously, the restoration was not the subject of EUSTAFOR’s position paper.  

3. Leading by Example: The Crucial Role of Public Forests 

We fully concur with the view expressed in this section of your letter regarding the role 

of public forests. This reflects the very principles on which state forests operate and 
which our association actively promotes. At the heart of state forest management lies 
a commitment to exemplary, multifunctional forestry that delivers maximum benefits 

to society while ensuring the highest standards of sustainability. In this context, it is 
important to recognize the significant contributions state forests have already made—

and continue to make—towards these objectives. However, further development of 
their role cannot focus exclusively on land protection goals without acknowledging 

the potential consequences for the economic and social dimensions of sustainability. 
A balanced approach remains essential to maintaining the integrity of their 
multifunctional mandate. 

To conclude, EUSTAFOR would be pleased to continue this dialogue in a more 
structured setting and would like to extend an invitation to meet at our offices or the 

http://www.eustafor.eu/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/793eb6ec-dbd6-11ec-a534-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/793eb6ec-dbd6-11ec-a534-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
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premises of EUSTAFOR members for national-level exchanges. Additionally, we would 

be open to organizing a roundtable discussion between EUSTAFOR members and the 
undersigned NGOs to explore these topics in greater depth and identify common 
ground. This, however, needs to be based on facts, figures and a real picture of what 

forests we manage provide. Please feel free to suggest your availability or preferred 
format for such an exchange. 

Thank you once again for your letter and your commitment. 

Sincerely, 

 
Juha Niemelä 

President of EUSTAFOR 
 

http://www.eustafor.eu/

