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EU Green Deal (2019)
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EU Green Deal – forest context

» Forest related proposals, goals and targets within the EU Green Deal

» Expected forest related reporting, monitoring and assessments

» EU Forest data monitoring discussions – what do we know so far
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EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030

Establishing protected areas for at least

• 30% of land

30% of sea

• Define, map, monitor and strictly protect all the EU’s
remaining primary and old-growth forests.

• Restoration law: Putting in place restoration measures at
20/30% of the EU land and the sea by 2030 + achieving
an increasing trend for several forest indicators []..+ EU
countries are expected to submit National Restoration
Plans to the Commission, showing how they will deliver on
the targets. They will also be required to monitor and
report on their progress.

10 % strictly 
protected
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Fit for 55 Package

» Package of energy and climate proposals aiming to strengthen the increased overall climate
ambition for 2030 of cutting emissions by 55%, and ultimately reaching net zero emissions by 2050

» New legislative proposals:

– revision of the regulation on Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF)

– amendment to the renewable energy directive (RED)
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Fit for 55 Package - LULUCF

-237 MtEEA

The Council

The Commission

https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/daviz/eu-emissions-and-removals-of-1
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/fit-for-55-lulucf-land-use-land-use-change-and-forestry/
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/delivering-european-green-deal_en
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Fit for 55 Package - RED

Amendment to the renewable energy directive (RED): Article 29 (Sustainability and greenhouse gas emissions
saving criteria for biofuels, bioliquids and biomass fuels)
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Other reporting needs

Ø Deforestation and forest degradation: The due diligence to be exercised by operators includes the collection of information
and documents to fulfil the information requirements as set out in Article 9 and the risk assessment and risk mitigation measures
as referred to in Article 10 of the proposal + The Regulation also requires Member States to make available by 30 April of each
year, information on the application of this Regulation during the previous calendar year regarding the plans for checks, the
number and results of controls carried out and volume of commodities and products checked in relation to the total quantity
placed on the market. Subsequently, the Commission will publish annually an overview of the application of the Regulation
based on the data submitted by Member States.

Ø Carbon removals certification (Commission proposal): As set out in the proposed Regulation, the carbon removal claims
made by operators will need to be regularly monitored, reported and independently verified by certification bodies. Art 10
sets an obligation for the Member States to supervise the operation of certification bodies and an annual reporting
requirement would be introduced in respect of recognised certification schemes. As for the content of annual reports, these
would need to provide information on the operations of certification schemes, including a description of any cases of fraud
and related remediation measures.

Ø Environmental economic accounts (Commission proposal): The proposed Regulation would aim to add three new modules
onto Article 2 of Regulation 691/2011 to include forest accounts, environmental subsidies and similar transfers, as well as
ecosystem accounts. Forest data would be subject of both, forest and ecosystem accounts.

Ø Directive on Soil Monitoring and Resilience (Commission proposal): Member States shall electronically report the data and
information to the Commission and to the EEA every 5 years (monitoring and assessments, trend analysis, etc).
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EU Forest data monitoring discussions – what do we know so far

EU Forest Strategy for 2030
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EU Forest data monitoring discussions – what do we know so far

Source: European Commission presentation - Forest information needs for the EU (Workshop towards harmonised forest monitoring and reporting for the EU 
Uppsala 1–2 Feb 2023)

https://www.slu.se/en/departments/forest-resource-management/sections/forest-inventory-and-sampling/workshop-towards-harmonised-forest-monitoring-and-reporting/
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EU Forest data monitoring discussions – what do we know so far

Source: European Commission presentation - Forest information needs for the EU (Workshop towards harmonised forest monitoring and reporting for the EU 
Uppsala 1–2 Feb 2023)

https://www.slu.se/en/departments/forest-resource-management/sections/forest-inventory-and-sampling/workshop-towards-harmonised-forest-monitoring-and-reporting/


EUSTAFOR - MANAGING STATE FORESTS RESPONSIBLY

EU Forest data monitoring discussions – what do we know so far

» Focus on regular and more frequent cost-efficient reporting and update of data on 
priority EU policy-relevant topics, such as effects of climate change, biodiversity, 
health, damages, invasive alien species, forest management, and the biomass use 
for different socio-economic purposes. 

» High spatial and temporal granularity. Timeliness particularly important also due to 
the rapid unfolding of forest natural disturbances. 

» Benefits from the EU Space Programme components - leverage Galileo and 
Copernicus services to improve these processes. 

» List of parameters relevant for harmonised EU monitoring. Data to be collected and 
reported building on existing indicators and monitoring schemes at national and EU 
level. 

Source: European Commission presentation - Where do we stand ? (Workshop towards harmonised forest monitoring and reporting for the EU Uppsala 1–2
Feb 2023)

https://www.slu.se/en/departments/forest-resource-management/sections/forest-inventory-and-sampling/workshop-towards-harmonised-forest-monitoring-and-reporting/
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Conclusions?

» Several requests for reporting, monitoring and assessment regarding forests in the current EU 
policy context

» Overlaps and gaps between them and also with other reporting systems 

» Resources - financial, human, technologies

» Adequate methodlogies for realistic assessments
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