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The main objective of the four-year project INTEGRAL is to bring the landscape dimension closer to Europe.  
At the same time, the project provides demand-driven information for European policy decision makers on  
the challenges in forest management in 20 regions throughout Europe.

INTEGRAL KEY FACTS
–– Project Title: INTEGRAL (Future-oriented integrated management of European forest landscapes) 
–– Project duration: 01.11.2011 – 31.10.2015 
–– Funding scheme: EU FP7 Seventh Framework Programme 

INTEGRAL PROVIDES SOLUTIONS FOR
–– Effective management strategies at the landscape level
–– Decision support tools for future-oriented and integrated forest management
–– Coherent EU policy instruments 



Welcome to the conference

”SUSTAINABLE AND MULTIFUNCTIONAL  
FOREST MANAGEMENT IN EUROPE:  
ACHIEVEMENTS, CHALLENGES AND FUTURE  
POLICY OPTIONS”!

It is a great pleasure for us to welcome you in Brussels for the final conference of the  
INTEGRAL project. Occurring over two days on 24-25 June 2015, the conference will focus 
on the future-oriented and integrated management of forest landscapes in Europe.
We hope that you will enjoy the programme, including keynote speeches by internation-
ally renowned scientists and policy decision makers; workshops and oral sessions; and 
the ”Mini Europe” World Café. 
The latter will provide you with extensive insight into four years of research on current 
and future policies, outlining scientifically based findings on socio-economic and  
ecological drivers and barriers of change in integrated forest land-use in twenty land-
scapes across ten European countries.
We are delighted to invite you to join in working group discussions with INTEGRAL 
scientists, policy makers and practitioners, exploring issues of integration and balance 
between forestry and bioenergy use, rural development, nature conservation and the 
bio-economy across EU, national and local levels. 
The conference will include a large number of participants (over 100 from more than  
15 countries) who will be sharing their knowledge, experiences and solutions, creating  
a wide range of networking opportunities and policy relevant recommendations to  
support sustainable and multifunctional forest management.

—  Get ready to inspire and be inspired!  —

Ljusk Ola Eriksson
Project Coordinator  
of INTEGRAL

Metodi Sotirov
Scientific Coordinator 
of INTEGRAL
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The conFerence ”SUSTAINABLE AND MULTIFUNCTIONAL  
FOREST MANAGEMENT IN EUROPE: ACHIEVEMENTS, CHALLENGES  
AND FUTURE POLICY OPTIONS” at a glance

Time 

Day One: Wednesday, 24 June 2015 / 9.00–18.30
Day Two: Thursday, 25 June 2015 / 8.30–17.00

Venue

Representation of the State of North  
Rhine-Westphalia to the European Union  
Montoyerstraat 47, 1000 Brussels, Belgium

Facilitator

Mr. Anders Esselin

Free internet access

WLAN: LVEU / WLAN-key: 12345678ab!
Check for additional information www.integral-project.eu 
or contact the conference organization team. 

Getting there

Directions from train stations
From Gare Centrale: Bus 38 to Science /Wetenschap 
Metro No. 1 (Stockel/Stokkel) or No. 5, (Herrmann-
Debroux) to Arts-Loi/Kunst-Wet, continuing by Metro  
No. 2 (Simonis-Leopold II) or No. 6 (Roi Baudouin/ 
Koning Boudewijn) to Trône/Troon.

From Gare du Midi: Metro No. 2 or No. 6  
(Simonis-Elisabeth) to Trône/Troon. 

By car
Coming from highway A3/E40 you take the tunnel 
direction ”Centre/Centrum”. Behind the tunnel you 
continue straight on Avenue de Cortenbergh/Korten-
berglaan all the way to Rond-Point Schuman. You take 
the second exit at the roundabout  and follow ”Rue de 
la Loi/Wetstraat”. After 1 km you turn left into ”Rue de 
la Science/Wetenschapsstraat”. After 400 m you reach 
”Rue Montoyer 47”.

Contact: 
Ms. Annamaria Riemer / info@integral-project.eu

Parc Léopold / Leopoldpark

Place de la Nation / 
Natieplein

Rond-Point Schuman / 
Schumanplein

Square de Meeûs

Place du Luxembourg /
Luxemburgplein

Rue de la Loi 

Rue Belliard

Rue du Trône / Tronstraat N248

Rue Montoyer
Montoyerstaat
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Background

Forests cover more than one third of the total land area of the European Union. They 
represent a key natural resource, which has been managed for decades to meet growing 
societal demands for diverse forest ecosystem goods and services including biodiversity 
conservation, forest recreation and wood production for material and energy use.  
Today there is a broad perception that the demands for forest ecosystem goods and  
services will increase in the future. At the same time, European forestry has been  
faced with challenges from different policies and societal claims that are uncoordinated 
and often conflict with each other. Challenges and opportunities to address and  
manage competing forest land-uses are especially prominent at the landscape level  
where European and national policies and socio-economic frameworks come into contact  
with the behaviour of a diversity of forest owners, managers, recreationists, farmers, 
environmentalists and others. 
The FP7 funded large-scale collaborative research project INTEGRAL has dealt with 
these topics within twenty case studies in ten European countries and comparative 
cross-case syntheses. The main goal of the project was to contribute to a better  
understanding of forest land-use trade-offs in Europe and to explore pathways for  
the governance of integrated forest management at the landscape level.

Who is invited to attend the conference?

This conference is intended for individuals who are involved at all levels of forest related 
policy-making, practical management of forests, and socio-economic and ecological 
research on sustainable forest management.

Participants will include

–– High-level speakers and experts from different EU and national institutions

–– Representatives of private and public forest owners

–– Representatives of forest industries

–– Environmental NGOs

–– Social and natural scientists from 15 European countries 

–– Members of the media
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You can look forward to 

–– a vibrant and inspiring atmosphere to foster collaboration and an exchange  
of knowledge

–– diverse fields of expertise and perspectives concerning sustainable forest  
management from ten different countries of the European Union

–– both formal and informal presentation formats (World Café and working  
group discussions)

–– keynote presentations and a policy relevant workshop

–– non-traditional opportunities for interacting with and learning from  
conference attendees

–– a cosy get-together as an opportunity for exchanging views and experiences

World Café ”MINI EUROPE”:  
On the afternoon of June 24, we are organising a World Café 

–– to present examples of current and future synergies and trade-offs of forest  
ecosystem goods and services around Europe 

–– to discuss recommendations to address forest land-use issues through policy  
instruments and forest management approaches in twenty forested landscapes  
across ten European countries. 

The interactive sessions enable access to new insights based on the research results of 
the INTEGRAL project and practitioners’ knowledge, and offer the opportunity to discuss 
these trans-disciplinary findings with natural and social scientists from the following 
countries: Bulgaria, France, Italy, Portugal, Sweden, Slovakia, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Ireland, and Lithuania. Depending on your interests, you can select six countries  
(booths will be set up with two countries each) and attend three interactive sessions  
in 30-minute segments. 

Working group discussions

On June 25, we are holding a workshop consisting of eight parallel working groups.  
Different European policy initiatives will be discussed in light of the INTEGRAL research 
results, relating to the challenges of integrating forestry with other sectors, including  
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rural development, nature conservation, climate change, bioenergy, legality verification 
and forest governance. Experts will be present to introduce relevant EU policy initiatives 
and their backgrounds. 

Working groups topics

–– EU rural development policy and forestry 

–– EU bio-economy strategy and forestry 

–– EU nature conservation policy (Natura 2000) and forestry 

–– Protection of water and soils (EU Water Framework Directive) and forestry

–– Forest ecosystem services and the EU approach to compensate for their provision 

–– EU bioenergy policy and forestry 

–– EU climate policy (EU strategy on adaptation to climate change and LULUCF 
initiative) and forestry

–– Forestry governance and implementation of the EU Timber Regulation 



Keynote Speakers 

Wednesday, 24 June 2015�  9.40–10.10

Wednesday, 24 June 2015�  10.30–10.55

Wednesday, 24 June 2015�  10.55–11.20

Mr. Jeremy Rayner
Professor at the University of Saskatchewan, Canada, INTEGRAL 
Scientific Advisory Board member, Scientific Keynote Speaker

Presentation title: ”Theories of policy integration and practices of sustainable  
forest management” 

Mr. Paul Brannen
Labour Member of the European Parliament for the North East of England, full member of the 
Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development and a substitute member of the Committee 
on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

Presentation title: ”Sustainable forestry in Europe in the context of the new EU forest  
strategy, rural development policy and green economy”  

Ms. Pia Bucella
Director in charge of Natural Capital, DG Environment, European Commission

Presentation title: ”Chances and challenges of EU’s and member states´ policy and  
management approaches to integrate EU’s nature conservation policy (Natura 2000/  
Habitats & Birds Directives) and forestry”
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Wednesday, 24 June 2015�  11.20–11.45

Wednesday, 24 June 2015�  11.45 – 12.10

Thursday, 25 June 2015	�   10.00 – 10.30

Mr. Roland Beck 
Forest Director, Head of Forest Division, Office for Food, Agriculture and Forestry Ingolstadt 
(AELF) Germany

Presentation title: ”Chances and challenges of integrative forest management:  
experiences from Bavaria / Germany” 

Dr. María Gafo Gómez-Zamalloa
Head of the Forest Sector in the Unit ”Environment, Forestry and Climate Change”,  
DG Agriculture and Rural Development, European Commission

Presentation title: ”Sustainable and multifunctional forestry in the context of the new EU 
Rural Development Policy and the EU Forest Strategy” 

Dr. Doru-Leonard Irimie
Research Programme Officer DG Research and Innovation,  
F3: Agri-Food Chain, European Commission

Presentation title: ”The EU Bioeconomy Strategy and forestry: overview of the Commission’s 
approach to support sustainable and multifunctional forest sector in Europe”

Integral Final Conference „Sustainable & multifunctional forest management in Europe“ | June 2015 9



Conference agenda 

Day One� Wednesday, 24 June 2015

8.30 – 9.00  REGISTRATION

9.00 – 9.10 Welcome address and introduction to the conference Prof. Ljusk Ola Eriksson / SLU
Prof. Daniela Kleinschmit / ALU-FR

9.10 – 9.40 Key findings and synthesis of the INTEGRAL research 
results at the EU-level 

Dr. Metodi Sotirov / ALU-FR

9.40 – 10.10 Scientific key note presentation: Theories of  
policy integration and practices of sustainable  
forest management

Prof. Jeremy Rayner / University of  
Saskatchewan, Canada, INTEGRAL  
Scientific advisory board member

10.10 – 10.30  Coffee Break

10.30 – 10.55 Key note presentation: Sustainable forestry in Europe in 
the context of the new EU forest strategy, rural develop-
ment policy and green economy

Mr. Paul Brannen / Member of the 
European Parliament, full member of the 
Committee on Agriculture and Rural Deve-
lopment and a substitute member of the 
Committee on Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety

10.55 – 11.20 Key note presentation: Chances and challenges of EU’s 
and member states´ policy and management approaches 
to integrate EU’s nature conservation policy (Natura 
2000 / Habitats & Birds Directives) and forestry

Ms. Pia Bucella / Director Natural Capital DG 
Environment, European Commission

11.20 – 11.45 Key note presentation: Sustainable and multifunctional 
forestry in the context of the new EU Rural Development 
Policy and the EU Forest Strategy

Dr. María Gafo Gómez-Zamalloa / Head of 
the Forest Sector in the Unit ”Environment, 
Forestry and Climate Change”, DG Agricul-
ture and Rural Development, European 
Commission

11.45 – 12.10 Key note presentation: Chances and challenges of 
integrative forest management at the landscape level: 
experiences from Bavaria/Germany

Mr. Roland Beck / Forest Director, Head of 
Forest Division Office for Food, Agriculture 
and Forestry Ingolstadt (AELF), Germany

12.10 – 13.00 Panel Discussion (KEY NOTE SPEAKERS)

13.00 – 14.00  Lunch Break

14.00 –15.30 MINI EUROPE-World Café: INTEGRAL case studies from different regions in Europe on policies and 
management approaches towards integrated forest management — The interactive sessions enable 
access to new insights into these topics, based on the research results in the INTEGRAL project and offer 
the opportunity to discuss these with forestry scientists from the following countries: Bulgaria, France, 
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Portugal, Slovakia and Sweden.

15.30 – 16.00  coffee Break

16.00 – 16.30 MINI EUROPE — presentation of results

16.30 – 17.00 Conclusion and announcement of day 2 Prof. Ljusk Ola Eriksson / SLU

17.00 – 19.00 get together
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Day TWO� Thursday, 25 June 2015

8.00 – 8.30  REGISTRATION

8.30 – 8.40 Summary of day 1 / Introduction of day 2 as a work-
shop on policy recommendations for integrated and 
future-oriented forest management in Europe 

Prof. Daniela Kleinschmit / ALU-FR
Dr. Metodi Sotirov / ALU-FR

8.40 – 10.00 Research results of the INTEGRAL project  
corresponding to the EU policy paper covering

–– policy, socio-economic and ecological drivers and 
barriers of sustainable forest management in Europe,

–– future scenarios of integrated forest  
management in Europe in 2040, 

–– policy options and forest management  
strategies to achieve visions of integrated forest 
management in Europe in 2040

Scientific Coordinator 
Dr. Metodi Sotirov / ALU-FR

Work Package Leaders 
Prof. Ola Sallnäs / SLU

Dr. Renats Trubins / SLU

Prof. Jose G. Borges / ISA 

Mr. Elmar Schüll / FHS

Prof. Bas Arts / WUR

Assoc. Prof. Marjanke A.  
Hoogstra-Klein / WUR

10.00 – 10.30 Key note presentation: The EU Bioeconomy Strategy 
and forestry: overview of the Commission’s approach to 
support sustainable and multifunctional forest sector 
in Europe 

Dr. Doru-Leonard Irimie / Research Pro-
gramme Officer DG Research and Innovation 
F3: Agri-Food Chain, European Commission

10.30 – 10.50  Coffee Break

10.50 – 12.50 Parallel Working Groups: Developing recommendations for sustainable and multifunctional  
forestry in Europe: future policy options and forest management strategies

Working Groups Topics:

–– EU rural development policy and forestry 
–– EU bio-economy strategy and forestry 
–– EU nature conservation policy (Natura 2000) and forestry 
–– Protection of water and soils (EU Water Framework Directive) and forestry
–– Forest ecosystem services and EU’s approach to compensate for their provision 
–– EU bioenergy policy and forestry 
–– EU climate policy (EU strategy on adaptation to climate change and LULUCF  

initiative) and forestry
–– Forestry governance and implementation of the EU Timber Regulation 

12.50 – 13.50  Lunch Break

13.50 – 15.50 Presentation of working groups’ results and discussion

15.50 – 16.20  coffee Break

16.20 – 16.50 Formulation of key take-home messages for policymakers 
and stakeholders on chances and challenges of multifunc-
tional and sustainable forest management in Europe

Prof. Daniela Kleinschmit / ALU-FR
Dr. Metodi Sotirov / ALU-FR

16.50 End of the conference: Closing words Prof. Ljusk Ola Eriksson / SLU 
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INTEGRAL Project Partners

21 partners from 13 countries

–– Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences / Sweden

–– University of Freiburg / Germany

–– University of Padua / Italy

–– Wageningen University / The Netherlands

–– University of Forestry Sofia / Bulgaria

–– Salzburg University of Applied Sciences / Austria

–– University of Oxford / United Kingdom

–– The Technical University of Lisbon / Portugal

–– University of Molise / Italy

–– Joint Research Centre / Belgium

–– Technical University Zvolen / Slovakia

–– Aleksandras Stulginskis University / Lithuania

–– Technische Universität München / Germany 

–– Fraunhofer MOEZ / Germany

–– EFIATLANTIC / France 

–– IRSTEA / France 

–– University College Dublin / Ireland

–– The Catholic University of Portugal / Portugal

–– Confederation Européenne des Propriétaires Forestiers ASBL / Belgium

–– STICHTING FERN / The Netherlands

–– EUSTAFOR / Belgium
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