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INTRODUCTION

From the forest floor to the floor of the 

parliament – and back again.



PRACTICAL FORESTRY

Forestry = the science and craft of 

managing trees and woodland for a 

purpose

➢ Imperfect Science   

➢ Scales   

➢ Values



Getting things right…..



Getting things right…..



How to do it well

Multiple Values

Resilient

Adaptable

Understood



Joining things together



Getting things wrong (and putting them right)…



Getting things wrong (and putting them right)…



Adapting to improve

The past isn’t always a good guide

Context / Scale

Rigid isn’t resilient

Learn by doing



Look beyond the Ivory Tower….



People make it happen



Conclusions
◦ The definition of good forestry changes through time, because it depends on PURPOSE

which is driven by VALUE(s) – and the value of biodiversity and carbon is changing 

rapidly

◦ For European forests to support flourishing global biodiversity in the long term we must 

CONNECT THE SCALES - including globally

◦ Foresters have a deep, practical understanding of the interactions between people 

and trees, but need to recognize and adapt to NEW VALUES and NEW KNOWLEDGE

◦ Policy-makers, researchers and NGOs are vital in facilitating the CONVERSATIONS

about value, but need to ensure they work with foresters to link to ACTION

◦ ALWAYS QUESTION SINGLE PURPOSE PLANS – values change a lot in the lifespan of a 

tree
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