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INTEGRAL Final Conference 
 

“SUSTAINABLE AND MULTIFUNCTIONAL FOREST MANAGEMENT IN EUROPE:  
ACHIEVEMENTS, CHALLENGES AND FUTURE POLICY OPTIONS” 

 
Conference Programme 

 
 
Time:  Day one: 24 June 2015 9:00-19:00 

Day two: 25 June 2015 8:30-17:00 
 

Venue:   Representation of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia to the European Union 
Montoyerstraat 47, 1000 Brussels, Belgium 
 

Facilitator:  Mr. Anders Esselin (Man & Nature) 

 

Background and aims of the conference:  

Forests cover more than one third of the total land area of the European Union. They represent a key 
natural resource, which has been managed for decades to meet growing societal demands for 
diverse forest ecosystem goods and services including biodiversity conservation, forest recreation 
and wood production for material and energy use. Today there is a broad perception that the 
supplies of forest ecosystem goods and services will increase in the future. At the same time, 
European forestry has been faced with challenges from different policies and societal claims that are 
uncoordinated and often conflict with each other. Challenges and opportunities to address and 
manage competing forest land-uses are especially prominent at the landscape level where policy 
and economic frameworks on the European and national levels come into contact with the 
behaviour of a diversity of forest owners, managers, recreations, farmers, environmentalists and 
others. The FP-7 funded large-scale collaborative research project INTEGRAL has dealt with these 
topics within a series of 20 case studies in 10 European countries and comparative cross-case 
syntheses. The main goal of the project was to contribute to a better understanding of forest land-
use trade-offs in Europe and to explore pathways for the governance of integrated forest 
management at the landscape level. 

High-level speakers and experts from different EU and national institutions as well as 
representatives of the forest industry, forest owners´ associations and environmental NGOs will 
meet social and natural scientists from 13 European countries at this event to discuss the 
challenges and opportunities of how to implement integrative forest policy concepts such as 
‘sustainable forest management’ and ‘multifunctional forestry’ at the landscape level. The main 
aim of the discussion is to formulate concrete policy and management proposals on how 
scientific and practitioners’ knowledge gathered in the project can support on-going forest 
policy processes and sustainable forest management in Europe. 
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INTEGRAL Final Conference  
“SUSTAINABLE AND MULTIFUNCTIONAL FOREST MANAGEMENT IN EUROPE: 
ACHIEVEMENTS, CHALLENGES AND FUTURE POLICY OPTIONS” 

 

DAY ONE 24/06/2015 

8.30 – 9.00 REGISTRATION

9.00 – 9.10 Welcome address and  introduction to the 
conference   
 

Prof. Ljusk Ola Eriksson (SLU) 

Prof. Daniela Kleinschmit  (ALU-FR) 

9.10 – 9.40 Key findings and synthesis of the INTEGRAL  
research results at the EU-level   

Dr. Metodi Sotirov (ALU-FR) 

9.40 – 10.10 Scientific key note presentation:    
Theories of policy integration and practices of 
sustainable forest management 
 

Prof. Jeremy Rayner  
(University of Saskatchewan, Canada, 
INTEGRAL Scientific advisory board member) 

10.10 – 10.30 COFFEE BREAK

 KEY NOTE PRESENTATIONS

10.30 – 10.55 Sustainable forestry in Europe in the context of the 
new EU forest strategy, rural development policy 
and green economy 

Mr. Paul Brannen 
(Member of the European Parliament, full 
member of the Committee on Agriculture and 
Rural Development and a substitute member of 
the Committee on Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety)  
 

10.55 – 11.20 Chances and challenges of EU’s and member states´ 
policy and management approaches to integrate 
EU’s nature conservation policy (Natura 2000/ 
Habitats & Birds Directives) and forestry 
 

Ms. Pia Bucella   
(Director Natural Capital  DG Environment,  
European Commission) 

11.20 – 11.45 Sustainable and multifunctional forestry in the 
context of the new EU Rural Development Policy 
and the EU Forest Strategy 

Dr. María Gafo Gómez-Zamalloa
(Head of the Forest Sector in the Unit 
"Environment, Forestry and Climate Change", 
DG Agriculture and Rural Development, 
European Commission) 

11.45 – 12.10 Chances and challenges of integrative forest 
management at the landscape level: experiences 
from Bavaria/Germany 
 

Mr. Roland Beck  
(Forest Director, Head of Forest Division 
Office for Food, Agriculture and Forestry 
Ingolstadt (AELF) , Germany)  

12.10 – 13.00 Panel Discussion (KEY NOTE SPEAKERS)

13.00 – 14.00 LUNCH BREAK
 

14.00 – 15.30 MINI EUROPE - World Café: 
INTEGRAL case studies from different regions in Europe on policies and management 
approaches towards integrated forest management  
 
The interactive sessions enable access to new insights into these topics, based on the research results in 
the INTEGRAL project and offer the opportunity to discuss these with forestry scientists from the 
following countries (Bulgaria, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Portugal, 
Slovakia and Sweden). 
 

15.30 – 16.00 COFFEE BREAK 

16.00 – 16.30 MINI EUROPE – presentation of results 

16.30 – 17.00 Conclusion and announcement of day 2 Prof. Ljusk Ola Eriksson (SLU)
 

17.00 – 19.00 GET TOGETHER 
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INTEGRAL Final Conference “SUSTAINABLE AND MULTIFUNCTIONAL FOREST 
MANAGEMENT IN EUROPE: ACHIEVEMENTS, CHALLENGES AND FUTURE POLICY OPTIONS” 

 

DAY TWO 25/06/2015 
8.00 – 8.30 REGISTRATION 

8.30 – 8.40 Summary of day 1  
Introduction of day 2 as a workshop on policy 
recommendations for integrated and future-
oriented forest management in Europe  
 

Prof. Daniela Kleinschmit (ALU-FR) 
Dr. Metodi Sotirov (ALU-FR) 

8.40 – 10.00 Current policy, socio-economic and ecological 
drivers and barriers of sustainable forest 
management in Europe  

 
Structuring complexity - qualitative scenarios in 
INTEGRAL   
 
Forest management implications of the qualitative 
scenarios  
 
Policy options and robust strategies to achieve 
visions of integrated forest management in Europe 
in 2040 

Dr. Metodi Sotirov (ALU-FR)  
 
 
 
Mr. Elmar Schüll (FHS) 
 

 
 
Prof. Ola Sallnäs (SLU) 
 
 
Assoc. Prof.  Marjanke A. Hoogstra-
Klein (WUR) 
 

10.00 – 10.30 
 

Key Note Presentation: 
The EU Bioeconomy Strategy and forestry: 
overview of the Commission’s approach to support 
sustainable and multifunctional forest sector in 
Europe  

Dr. Doru-Leonard Irimie 
(Research Programme Officer  
DG Research and Innovation F3: Agri-Food 
Chain, European Commission) 
 

10.30 – 10.50 COFFEE BREAK
 
 
 

10.50 – 12.50 

PARALLEL WORKING GROUPS  
Developing recommendations for sustainable and multifunctional forestry in Europe: 

future policy options and forest management strategies 
 

Working Groups Topics: 
 

 EU rural development policy and forestry  
 EU bio-economy strategy and forestry  
 EU nature conservation policy (Natura 2000) and forestry  
 Protection of water and soils (EU Water Framework Directive) and forestry 
 Forest ecosystem services and EU’s approach to compensate for their provision  
 EU bioenergy policy and forestry  
 EU climate policy (EU strategy on adaptation to climate change and LULUCF initiative) and 

forestry 
 Forestry governance and implementation of the EU Timber Regulation 

 
12.50 – 13.50 LUNCH BREAK 
13.50 – 15.50 Presentation of working groups’ results and discussion 

15.50 – 16.20 COFFEE BREAK
16.20 – 16.50 Formulation of key take-home messages for 

policymakers and stakeholders on chances and 
challenges of multifunctional and sustainable 
forest management in Europe 
 

Prof. Daniela Kleinschmit (ALU-FR) 
 Dr. Metodi Sotirov (ALU-FR) 

16:50 End of the conference: Closing words
 

Prof. Ljusk Ola Eriksson (SLU) 
 


